Jun-07-2005 04: 17pm' Frora-ALSTON AND BIRD 



T-612 P. 005/01 2 F-598 



Appl.No.: 10/725,222 

Amendment Dated June 7, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of March 1 0. 2nns 

Amendments to the Claims : 

1. (Currently Amended) A composite nomvoven fabric comprising a first air 
permeable nonwoven layer comprised of fibers having a fir st non circu l ar trilobal cross section; 
and a second air permeable nonwoven layer located adjacent to said first layer and comprised of 
fibers having a s e cond non oiroulag cross section which defines four or more lobes is difforont 
from aaid first non circular cross section . 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Currently Amended) A nonwoven fabric according to claim [[2]] 1, wherein the 
fibers of said first nonwoven layer are of a different size from the fibers of said at least ono 
additional second nonwoven layer. 

4. (Original) A nonwoven fabric according to claim 1 wherein said first and second 
nonwoven layers are each spuribond nonwoven fabrics formed of continuous filaments. 

5. (Currently Amended) A nonwoven fabric according to claim [[5]] 4 wherein said 
spunbond fabric has a basis weight ranging from about 0.2 to 8 ozVsquare yd. 

6. (Original) A nonwoven fabric according to claim 1 , wherein the fibers of each of 
said layers have a denier per filament in the range from about 3 to 24. 

7. (Currently Amended) A nonwoven fabric according to claim 1, wherein said first 
nonwoven layer defines one of the outer surfaces of the composite nonwoven fabric, and 
including a third nonwoven layer located opposite said first layer and adjacent to said second 
nonwoven layer and defining an opposite outer surface of the composite nonwoven fabric, the 
fibers of said third nonwoven layer having a cross section that is different from the fibers of said 
second nonwoven laver non oircular crocs section . 
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8- (Original) A nonwoven fabric according to claim 7, wherein the fibers of said 
third nonwoven layer have a trilobal cross section. 

9- (Original) A pleated filtration medium formed from the composite nonwoven 
fabric of claim 1. 



10. (Currently Amended) A nonwoven fabric comprising: 

(a) a first air permeable layer of substantially continuous filaments of a first 
circular cross section defining a first outer surface of the fabric; 

(b) a second air permeable layer of substantially continuous filaments oftrilobal 
section defining an opposite outer surface of the fabric; and 



non- 



cross 



non- 



(c) at least one air permeable intermediate layer of substantially continuous filaments 
of a second non-circular cross section disposed between said first and second layers, and wherein 
said second non-circular cross section is different from said first non-circular cross section. 

11. (Currently Amended) A nonwoven fabric 

{S) ~ &m ai^amgablg layer rf^ Hy continue n m ^ r ^ ^ 

circ ular cross section rtofiT.fa p . S rst outer surfegg ofthg fabric; 

ft) a second air penneable layer aQub^tjalJ finuo us filets w 

opposite outer surfed nf »h e fahrir; ™a 

f (C) ' * 7eaSf ^ ™ pemieaMp tomed^e lavcr ofsybstantk Hv continuous fii. 

o f a second non-<%nlar cross section QjSposgg between said *■« and sgcggd layer, 

wherein the filaments of said first and second layers have a trilobal cross section and the 
filaments of said at least one intermediate layer have four lobes. 

12. (Original) A nonwoven fabric according to claim ] 0 wherein the filaments of 
each of said layers have a denier per filament in the range from about 3 to 24. 
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13. (Original) A nonwoven fabric according to claim 12, wherein the filaments in 
one of said layers have a denier per filament different from the filaments in another one of said 
layers. 



14. (Original) A nonwoven fabric according to claim 13, wherein the filaments in 
said first layer have a denier per filament smaller than the filaments of said at least one 
intermediate layer, and the filaments in said second layer have a denier per filament greater that 
the filaments of said at least one intermediate layer. 

15. (Original) A nonwoven fabric according to claim 1 0 wherein the continuous 
filaments of a first non-circular cross section and the continuous filaments of a second non- 
circular cross section are polyester filaments and are bonded to one another at filament cross 
over points. 

16. (Original) A nonwoven fabric comprising: 

(a) a first air permeable layer of substantially continuous polyester filaments of a 
trilobal cross section defining a first outer surface of the fabric; 

(b) a second air permeable layer of substantially continuous polyester filaments of a 
trilobal cross section defining an opposite outer surface of the fabric; and 

(c) at least one air permeable intermediate layer of substantially continuous polyester 
filaments of a quad-lobal cross section disposed between said first and second layers, and 
wherein the filaments of said first, second and intermediate layers are bonded at filament cross 
over points for form a strong, coherent, unitary nonwoven fabric. 
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